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Section 1: Even More Proofs That Or =
Night

Proof #12 (Mishnah about a miscarriage): If a woman had a
miscarriage on Or of the 81st day after giving birth to a girl, Beis
Shamai and Beis Hillel argue about her Korban. The whole
argument only works if Or means the night before day 81 -
confirming that Or is nighttime.

Proof #13 (Beraisa about Kodshim): Some Korbanos may be
eaten for two days. The Gemara asks: maybe the meat can also be
eaten on Or of the third day? It answers no. Since the suggestion
treated Or as the night that comes after the two permitted days,
Or must mean night.

Proof #14 (Beraisa about Yom Kippur): On Or of Yom Kippur,
a person says seven Brachos and confesses his sins. Since Yom
Kippur begins at night, Or of Yom Kippur is obviously the night
when it starts.

Proof #15 (Beraisa - direct statement): A Beraisa from the
school of Shmuel straight-out says: "On the night of the 14th we
search for Chametz by candlelight." Case closed.

Section 2: Why Say 'Or' Instead of Just
Saying 'Night'?

Question: The Tanna'im normally say "Leilei" for night. Why
does this Mishnah use the word "Or"?

Answer: Because "Or" (which means light) sounds more pleasant.
It's a nicer way to open a whole Masechta.

This leads to a broader principle about speaking positively:

* R. Yehoshua ben Levi: A person should always
choose clean language. The Torah itself added eight
extra letters just to avoid using the word 'Tamei'
(impure). Instead of writing 'ha'Behemah ha'Teme'ah’
(the impure animal - 4 letters in Hebrew for Teme'ah), it
wrote 'Asher Einenah Tehorah' (which is not pure - 12
letters). That's 8 extra letters, just to keep it positive.

e Rav Papa and Ravina: In other Pesukim the Torah

adds even more extra letters for the same reason - 9 or
10 extra.

The Rule: When the nice way of saying something is the same
length as the negative way, always use the nice way. When the
nice way is longer, the Torah usually picks the shorter version
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(because brevity makes it easier to remember). But it made the
exception once to teach us how important it is to speak nicely.

Tana d'Vei R. Yishmael: Speaking cleanly isn't just for Torah -
it applies to ordinary conversation too. Three separate Pesukim
are brought to teach this - one for Torah, one for Rabbinic
teachings, and one for everyday talk.

Section 3: How the Way You Talk Reveals
Who You Are

Story #1 - Two Talmidim of Rav: One student said, "We worked
over this teaching until we were exhausted like a pig" The other
said, "...like a goat." Rav refused to talk to the first student anymore.
Comparing yourself to a non-Kosher animal showed bad Middos.

Story #2 - Two Talmidim of Hillel (or Rebbi): Both were asked
about picking grapes in Taharah vs. olives. One asked it in a
positive way: "Why do we need to pick grapes in Taharah?" The
other asked it negatively: "Why is it okay to pick olives in
Tum'ah?" The Rebbi said about the positive one, "This person will
become a great Posek” - and it happened.

Story #3 - Three Kohanim and the Lechem ha'Panim: Three
Kohanim discussed their portion of the Lechem haPanim. Two
gave normal comparisons (a bean, an olive). The third compared it
to a lizard's tail. They investigated his family and found he was
Pasul - his crude way of talking was a red flag.

Story #4 - A non-Jew and the Korban Pesach: A non-Jew
bragged that he snuck into Yerushalayim and ate from the Korban
Pesach. R. Yehudah ben Beseira told him, "Next time, ask them for
the Alyah (fat tail)." The man took the advice. But the Alyah goes
on the Mizbe'ach - nobody eats it. So when he asked, the people in
Yerushalayim got suspicious, checked, and caught him.
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Story #5 - Breaking Bad News: When Rav Kahana died, the
Chacham sent to check on him didn't say "he died" directly. He tore
his garment and cried, and let people figure it out. He quoted the
Pasuk: "One who speaks bluntly is a fool"

Story #6 - The Wheat Crop: Yochanan Chakuka'ah went to check
how the grain was growing. The wheat was bad, so instead of
giving bad news, he said "the barley grew well" The others
answered: "Go tell that to the horses and donkeys!" (People don't
eat barley.) The Gemara says he should have said last year's wheat
was good, or that a different edible crop grew well.

This overview has been made with the help of 777 77¥ 5713
www.dafyomi.co.il




